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must not accept the Commission unless it was modified insomemannerin favour
of the Indians, and we must also ask for the release of all real passive resis-
ter-prisoners, in which term we do not include persons rightly convicted of actual
violence. And we all took a solemn oath in God's name that unless these condi-
tions were complied with, we would resume our passive resistance. Now this
oath we mean to keep whatever happens. In this struggle we are fighting
with spiritual weapons, and it is not open to us to go back on our solemn
declarations. Moreover, in this matter it is not as though it is the leaders that
are egging the community on. On the contrary, so determined is the commu-
nity to keep the vow which it has solemnly taken that if any leaders ventured
to advise the acceptance of the Commission without any modification on the
lines asked for, they would beyond all doubt be killed, and I must add justly
so. I believe we are gaining ground. Several influential Europeans, including
some ministers of religion, recognizing the justice of our stand, are working to
help us and we have not yet given up the hope that some way may be found
out of the difficulty. In all this crisis, I wish to say before concluding, two
things have greatly sustained and comforted us. One is the splendid courage
and staunch advocacy of our cause by His Excellency the Viceroy and the other
is the hearty support which India has sent us. We shall do nothing now till Sir
Benjamin Robertson arrives and we shall receive him with all honour and trust.
both because you tell us we shall find in him a strong friend and also because
he has been appointed by the Viceroy to whom we feel so profoundly grateful,
But unless the Commission is made in some way more acceptable to us I
do not see how renewal of passive resistance can be avoided. We know it will
entail enormous suffering. I assure you we do not desire it, but neither shall we
gfrrmk from it, if it must be borne.
The Times of India, 1-1-1914
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EXTRACT FROM GOVERNOR-GENERAL*S DESPATCH
pretoria,
January 22, 1914
Subsequently in the course of confidential conversation General Smuts
intimated to me that practically no difficulty would be presented by Mr. Gan-
dhi's two administrative points, and very little by the point oh the marriage
question, if the sense of Mr. Gandhi's proposal thereon had been correctly appre-
hended. The abolition of the £3 tax would be a much more formidable
task, but he was disposed to think that it would in the end be found inevitable.
In substance therefore Mr. Gandhi could probably be met; on the question of
form, however, he did not see his way clear to compliance with Mr. Gandhi's
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